PASSING ON BROWN

By Peter Sebert

ortia Sperry hesitantly
P mailed her first experiment

in writing to the Women’s
Home Companion magazine. It
was the summer of 1934. She
headed back to her shop, Brown
County Folks Shop located in the
Nashville House, just across the
street from the post office and
courthouse. Was the story good
enough for what she saw and
felt?

Unbeknownst to her, the title
(Doing it Together) and the story
captured the essence of her
adopted home. The editors
published it in October 1934;
over 500 letters were received at
that same post office over the
next couple years. Some of those
letters requested permission to
reprint the story and pass it.out
at their places of work.
November 1934 the Reader’s
Digest printed the story and sold
thousands of reprints as well.

She hoped to tell the struggles,
the ceurage and the simple joys
of her family and her home
during the depression years of
1931-34.
How in the
making of the
rag doll,
Abigail, the
talented
weavers and
sewers
cooperated to
produce this
rag doll. It
made a big
difference in
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The old State Bank Building, when it wasn't so old. The establishment is on East Main

Street and used to house the post office.

all their lives. They had taken
the craft industry to another
level, adding to the mystique of
Brown County while giving hope
and cash in hard times. Now this
story was spreading across the
country.

A counter point to Abe Martin?
The Sperry family tapped the
springs of the Brown County spirit
and drank deeply from these hills.

They learned the lessons taught
by pioneers and the artists. This
success story proved to be an
interesting counterpoint to the
country philosopher, Abe Martin.
He was an imaginary character
living in a fictional Brown County
— the Sperry’s as real people in a
unique, yet a typical community
as thousands of other places
across America demonstrated you
can make a come back.

see KEEPERS on page 12
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